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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| Mg. Colman having taken the opportunity of his laſt 
| publication, to thank Mr. Kenrick in a very peculiar 
manner, for his friendly intention to interpoſe between 
him and his brother patentees; the latter hopes he will 
be thought excuſable, in giving this public proof, that he 5 


is not eaſily outdone in courteſy, Pa R PARI RET ER TUR. 5 
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I. 
As lounging lately round the plain, 
A hound, of the ſheep-biting train, 
Had ſlipt into a ſnare * ; 
It chanc'd that, timely paſſing by, 
I heard the yelping mungrel's cry, 


And made the cur my care. 


1 fell-into the ſnare, CoLMAN's TRUE STATE, &c. 


B II. With 


. 
* 


* * Y 


II. 
With pitying eye, I ſaw him bleed, 
And would his tortur'd tail have freed, 


And huſh'd his howling moan ; 
But as my friendly hand I gave, 
That hand the ſnarler ſeem'd to crave *, 


He bit it to the bone. 


mn: 


de, 


80, Colman, thou, in rancour rude, 


With more than Tray's ingratitude 
My friendly aid haſt treated Þ+ ; 

Thy inſolence at higheſt pitch X 

Tho floundering in a miry ditch, 


As if on Atlas ſeated. 


* Mr. Becket, bookſeller, the friend and emiſſary of Mr. Colman, being 


almoſt daily with Mr. Kenrick, during the time that Mefirs. Harris and 


Rutherford were preparing their Narrative, and conſtantly expreſſing his 
wiſhes that ſome common friend would conciliate the differences ſubſiſting 
between thoſe gentlemen and Mr. Colman, 

+ By the abuſe Mr. Colman hos thrown out toward the latter * of his 


caſe; where Mr. Kenrick is moſt r and injuriouſly treated, for 
having, 


3 1 


"F | IV. 
What tho in mock theatric ſtate 
Thou ſit'ſt, a mimic magiſtrate, 

7 King in imagination; 

I muſt diſturb thee from thy dream, 
And wake thee to an actual theme, 


Thy riſe and preſent ſtation. 


K 
Dropp'd, in a baſket pinn'd, of yore, 
A puny bantling at her door, | 


Dame Fortune found thee firſt ; 

1 | When, fondeſt of the froward'ſt child, 

She on the wayward foundling ſinil'd, 
And ſent thee to be nurs'd. 


having, at the requeſt of Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford, deſired ſome 
friends of Mr, Colman to intereſt themſelves in making up the breach be- 
tween all the patentees. Ingratum fi dixeris omnia dixeris. 
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See COLMAN's TRUE STATE, 


VI. In 
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In claſſic cradle lull'd thy head, 


With poeſy's panada fed, 


And pleas'd with rhime and rattle : 
Thy childhood THORNTON * took in hand, 
With LLoyp "Y to teach thee how to ſtand, 

And how in print to prattle. 


VII. 


With Rosc1vs next, fo Rumour rings, 


A peeviſh chit in leading-ſtrings, 


A cock-horſe you'd be ſtriding: 
Meanwhile, as after GARRICK's dance 
Your wooden Pegaſus did prance, 


You fancied you were riding 7. 


® Bonnel Thornton, Eſa; the facetious author of many ludicrous pieces; 
and Mr, Colman's colleague i in writing the Connoiſſeur. 
+ Lloyd. The late ingenious Mr. Robert Lloyd; to whoſe elegant, though 
proſtituted, pen, Mr. Colman is indebted for many a lift to his riſing re- 
putation. 
t It is notorious that Mr. Colman's firſt and beſt play, the Jealous Wife, 
was like many others offered to the ſtage, a mere rudis indige/laque moles, 
when 


VIII. 
But ah! whence once forſaking Puck *, 
You whipp'd and ſpur'd t' o'ertake his luck, 
Poor Cavalero ſpider +! _ 
By you the ſhadow ſubſtance deem'd, 
Stern Fortune 3 frown'd, and frantic ſeem' d 
Both bobs and rider. | 


when firſt preſented to Mr. Garrick, who, with his uſual alacrity exerted 


his great abilities to reduce it into its preſent form. The reader, however, 
who is defirous of being more particularly acquainted with its merit, as it 
now ſtands, is refered to the critique, inſerted in the Monthly Review about 


the time of its firſt exhibition; written by Mr. Colman's particular and 


very ſincere friend Capt. Dr. J. Berkenhout. How far Mr. Garrick might 


aſſiſt Mr. Colman in the Engliſh Merchant, and his other petty pieces, 


may probably be gathered from a peruſal of the Oxonian in Town, when 


Mr. Colman chuſes to publiſh it. For in this, we may venture to ſay Mr. 


Garrick had no hand.,—One cannot help reflecting on this occaſion on the 
whimſical ſituation of our modern Roſcius ; who frequently furniſhes our 
play-wrights with that very merit, which undiſcerning criticks have after- 
wards produced as proof of their ſuperior talents. It is a little hard how- 


ever, that becauſe a man is ambidexter, he ſhould be ſuppoſed leſs able to - 
write with his right hand than his left, | 


* See Midſummer-Night's Dream, 
+ For Cavelero Cobweb.— See the ſame. . 
1. In the ſhape of I y. 


C IX. Fatal. 
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| 

| 

| 

IX. 

19 12 

1 Fatal the hour when firſt betray'd 
| } T' abandon GARRick's foſt'ring aid, 
tt k 4 | a ö 
1 On certain fate to ruſh ; 

if 

x 


1 Vou thought, no doubt, juſt taught to ſtand, 


| To ftrut with PoweLL, hand in hand; 
I! Alas! king Phyz and Uſh &! 
It w 
| 1 How ſhort your tranſitory ſway, 
; -Crown'd and dethron'd within a day, 
| A ſtage- trap revolution! 


1 Vet ſo, of like theatric ſtate 
| A year the power may terminate, 
And change the conſtitution. 


® See the play of the Rehearſal. 


XI. What, 


» 
-* 
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XI. 
What, young KING Cot EY *, then art thou, 
To whom obſequious monarchs bow, 
As each ſubjection catches? 
Thy hands in ſtate behind thee tied, 
Art thou not, glorying in thy pride, 
A king of ſhreds and patches +! 


XII. 
How could it enter, then, thy pate ; 
That I ſhould be a candidate , 
To ape thy tiny grandeur ? 


Neo relation to the merry old gentleman of the ſame name, recorded in 
ancient poetry; but a peeviſh brat of a very different family. 

+ See Hamlet. 

t Mr. Colman is pleaſed to inſinuate (page 60. of his pamphlet) that 
Mr. Kenrick is © a candidate to 8 the four patentees of Govent- 
garden as a /tipendiary manager. Mr. Colman muſt know but little of 
Mr. Kenrick, not to know that he deſpiſes the managerial dignity, of which 
Mr. Colman is fo tenacious, not lefs than he himſelf is ridiculouſly proud 

74 of it. At the ſame time he might have known, that, although Mr. Ken- 
1 rick does not eat the bread of idteneſs, he as little defires ſuch a ftipend as 
"f Mr, Colman, 

S | | That | 


| 
[3-1 


That I, behind ſome bully rock, 
Should ſtalk, like ſwelling turky-cock, 


Yet own myſelf a gander * 


1 1 

| 5 Believe me; no. Such mimic ſtate 
178 And mimic power, I proudly hate; 
1 For, know, my pride is real. 

| Rather, a prodigal, I'd dine 

| | On draff and huſks with ſubje& ſwine, | 7 
Then rule ver kings ideal. | 


XIV. 

| Why give to me that fav'rite name, 

| Which you by long preſcription claim ? 
Tis you abuſe and flatter. | 


Wenn wennn ON Se 


| 1 . * See Mr. Colman's pamphlet ; in ſeveral parts of which he pretends to 
have been over- reached by men, whom he affected to treat ag REI and 
whoſe underſtandings he had the impudence to — Y: N 
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*Tis you, not I, that po the news“: 
'Tis you whom all, that know, accule, 
And call a Mr. SPATTER F. 


* Doins the news- papers, is repreſented to be the principal occupation 
of Mr, Spatter.— Now though Mr. Kenrick hath ſometimes obliged Mr. 
Colman and the reſt of the proprietors of the St. James's Chronicle“, with 
an occaſional jeu d'eſprit; yet certain it is, that the ſaid Mr. Colman, and 
not Mr. Kenrick, is the ſtated deer of that paper; as the barefaced puffs and 
notorious falſhoods conſtantly inſerted in his favour, and the abuſe thrown 
out againſt his opponetns, evidently prove, 

+ See that moſt excellent dramatic performance entitled the Engliſh 
Merchant, pod E fiom Mr. Voltaire's L'Ecoſſaiſſe, wherein the character 
of Mr. Spatter is deſcribed as “ One of thoſe wretches who miſcal them- 
ſelves authors; a fellow whoſe heart and tongue and pen are equally 


ſcandalous ; who tries to inſinuate himſelf every where, to make miſ- 


chief if there is none, and to increaſe it if he finds any.” —How Mr. Colman 
can ſo virulently impute ſuch a character to a man whoſe real character he 
is totally ignorant of, and who is ſo far from inſinuating himſelf every 
where, that he is hardly known any where, is really amazing. But 
that he ſhould do this in return for ſuch perſon's attempting, at the deſire 
of his friends, to ſerve him, is ſurely a monſtrous inſtance of ingratitude. 
— But, he inſinuates that Mr. Kenrick “ Flatters himſelf with the hopes 
of expelling Mr. Colman from the management, and of ſeating himſelf, 
by the aſſiſtance of his friends, in the vacant chair.“ Poor Colman! 
ſurely the mock-dignity of king of Brentford hath affected your intellects, or 
you could never be ſo ridiculous as to ſuppoſe your invidious ſituation deſirable ! 
If Mr. Kenrick indeed, had ever betrayed any ambition to become runner to 
a theatre ; had he ever ſhewn any abſurd attachment to its fair dependents; 
had he ever neglected more intereſting purſuits, forfeited the eſteem of his 


An evening paper, proſtituted to the puffing lf Mr, Colman's paraſites, and the 
printer's | pot-companions, 
| D friends, 


XV. 
Vain is thy whining poor pretence 
To truth and injur'd innocence *: 


Thy virtues, brought to light, 


friends, cr rendered himſelf upon that account contemptible to the world, 
Mr. Colman might have had ſome kind of plea for his ſuſpicion. But the 
contrary is notorious.— It is true, Mr. Kenrick, hath written a play; it is 
true the reception it met with from the publick, may ſome time or other 
induce him, when he hath nothing better to do, to write another. He 
does not indeed compare his amuſements with Mr. Colman's works; Mr. 
Kenrick's dramatic attempts muſt be looked upon as mere relaxations from 
& philoſophical experiments and braſs- rule making t.“ Play-writing is Mr. 
Colman's profeſſion, Mr. Kenrick has ſeveral better; but, had he not, he 
is too ſenſible of the advantages Mr, Colman has forfeited, to think of 
writing for any other houſe, while Mr. Garrick is manager at Drury-lane. 
And he may appeal to that gentleman whether he is under any neceſſity of 
ſupplanting Mr. Colman at Covent-garden, in order to have any future 


performance exhibited to the beſt advantage. Mr. Colman is pleaſed to 


ſpeak of the compliment paid him, and really intended him, in the prologue 
to the Widow'd Wife, in a manner Mr. Kenrick cannot well underſtand ; 
when he does, he will endeavour to make him a proper reply. In the mean 
time he cannot help thinking it, from what he does underſtand, an addi- 
tional proof of the propriety with which Mr. Colman is compared to the 
ſnarling cur commemorated at the beginning of this epiſtle ; the language 
Mr. Colman makes uſe of on the occaſion, being a genuine inſtance of the 
canina facundia g. 
* Mr. Colman's pamphlet is called in the Public Ledger of February 16. 

« An artleſs tale, ſupported by inconteſtible truths, pleading the cauſe of 


+ See Colman's True State, p. 60. 
t As this adage may poſſibly have - flipped Mr. Colman's memory, it may not be 
amiſs to remind him, that it is uſed of thoſe Mr. Spatters, qui tantum ad male dicen- 
dum eloquentiz ſtudium exercent;—=a rixa canium et oblatratu ſumpto epitheto, 


mjured + 


1 


Will ſhew thee fully as thou art, 


With SPATTER's tongue and pen and heart, 


A Moral hypocrite! 


XVI. 
While independent I can live “, 
No meant offence I'll take or give, 

Dor flatter nor abuſe: 
And let me tell you, as a friend, 
In you *tis idle to contend 


For pow'r you cannot uſe. 


injured innocence.” Why then do not Meſſrs. Colman and Powell leave this 
artleſs tale to recommend itſelf, inſtead of engaging anonymous ſcribblers_ 
to prejudice their antagoniſts with thoſe who have never read it. Do Meflrs; 
Harris and Rutherford take ſuch diſingenuous methods? No. They let 
their Narrative ſpeak for itſelf; and a pretty pair of injured innocents it 
ſhews Meſſts. Colman and Powell to be !—It ſhould be obſerved indeed, that 
things are not always innocent becauſe they are objects of pity, nor harm- 
leſs merely becauſe they are contemptible. t 

* Mr. Colman is pleaſed to be witty on Mr. Kenrick, for having ex- 
exerciſed a mechanic art. He ſhould have had ſome better authority for 


the fact, however, than that of Mother Midnight ; in whoſe Old Wo- 
| man's 


6) — „ 
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XVII. 
What tho the world, that's out of doors, 
Knows not th' emoluments of yours, 
Fo ſtage - intrigues a ſtranger ; 
Yet none, who caſt a friendly eye 
On piteous Col E paſſing by, 
Can think he's fit for RANGER *. 


XVIII. 


By Nature form'd as ill for wars 


Of Venus, as for thoſe of Mars ; 
In both a recreant knight, 


man's Magazine this excellent joke was firſt cut, about fifteen years ago. 
Mr. Kenrick, indeed, cannot conceal the diſgrace of having induſtriouſly 
applied himſelf, as well to the mechanic as the liberal arts ; but that he 
hath made a trade of them any more than Mr. Colman has done, is a miſ- 
take, Mr. Colman no doubt intended to be very ſarcaſtical on Mr. Ken- 
rick on this occaſion ; the latter, however, cannot help being greatly 
flattered with the encomium ; as it recalls to his mind a ſimilar ſarcaſm of 
a certain French writer, of exactly Mr. Colman's ſtandard, who took upon 
him as wittily to reproach even the great Sir Iſaac nn. with being a 
ſpectacle- maker. 

* A part which Mr. Garrick hath played on the ſtage with OT 
applauſe. It is no wonder therefore it is attempted to be rehearſed behind 
the ſcenes by Mr, Colman, 

| From 
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From one, like Paris, ſlunk away, 
Hard labour yours in ſofter fray 
To do your Helen right! 


| XIX. 
How then ſhould you, behind the ſcenes, 
E'er mollify contending queens, 
Y | And bring them to their duty ? 


— K ͤ „ AG OY AUO CU I rn 


Say, what can ſuch a thing as you, 
Between two fierce viragos do, 


But ſtoop and kiſs their ſhoe-tye, 


XX. 


4 In vain your feeble rage may burn, 


F Or kinder paſſions take their turn; 
To you alike pernicious, 

Whether by Lzssy's frown you die, 

Or W——'s white wench's coal-black eye, | 
In extaſy delicious! s 


E XXI. And 


XXI. 


Should my Lord B— — — eſcape, 
And baffled juſtice bring the rape 
With harams into faſhion, 
You, then, indeed, with PowELL's aid 
The green-room a ſeraglio made , 


Might glut your amorous paſſion. 


XXII. 
Juſt as I've ſeen on chimney-top 
A lewd cock-ſparrow, billing, hop, 
Allur'd from hen to hen; 
The fair diſguſted one by one, 
While he, no ſooner off than on, 


Was off as ſoon again. 


* The reader who deſires a particular explanation of this parentheſis, is 


referred to Mr. P - - - I] himſelf, who can beſt explain it. 


XXIII. But 


N 
9 
7 
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| XXIII. 
But ah! beware; and tho thy power 
In ſpleen or love the preſent hour 
To ſpend, as ſuits thy taſte, 


— — _  — — 


Reſolve on ſome more ſaving plan ; 
Nor let ſo little of a man 
Thus run himſelf to waſte. 


PS | XXIV. 
For know, unleſs with Roſcius till 
In the ſame ink you dipp'd your quill, 
You muſt not hope that he, 
Tho proud to bottle . Shakeſpeare up , 
Will, even in a broken cup, 


E'er ſave one drop of thee. 


* See Mr. Garrick's prologue to the Winter's Tale, as altered ſrom 
Shakeſpeare. 
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